
Mark Twain and Youth 

Studies in His Life and Writings

Edited by Kevin Mac Donnell & R. Kent Rasmussen 

"The very theme of youth is a crucial one in Twain ... the list of authors who have agreed
to write for this collection provides a kind of who’s who of the very best critics working in
Twain Studies at the present moment. This is a book which I would eagerly anticipate
reading, as would any scholar with an interest in Twain." Peter Messent, Emeritus
Professor of American and Canadian Studies, Nottingham University, UK

"Editors Rasmussen and Mac Donnell have adjusted the lens on Mark Twain again, and
the resultant kaleidoscope of insightful essays focused on "Youth" both delights and
stimulates. I will be revisiting this wonderfully rich collection -- so smartly assembled --
again and again. Each essay inspires contemplation." Barbara Snedecor, Director of
the Center for Mark Twain Studies, Elmira College, USA
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One of the greatest American authors, Mark Twain holds a special position not only as a distinctly American cultural icon but also as
a preeminent portrayer of youth. His famous writings about children and youthful themes are central to both his work and his
popularity.

The distinguished contributors to Mark Twain and Youth make Twain even more accessible to modern readers by fully exploring youth
themes in both his life and his extensive writings. The volume’s twentysix original essays offer new perspectives on such important
subjects as Twain’s boyhood; his relationships with his siblings and his own children; his attitudes toward aging, gender roles, and
slavery; the marketing, reception, teaching, and adaptation of his works; and youth themes in his individual novels--Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The Prince and the Pauper, Pudd'nhead Wilson, and Joan of Arc. The book also
includes a revealing foreword by actor Hal Holbrook, who has performed longer as “Mark Twain” than Samuel Clemens himself did.

R. Kent Rasmussen holds a doctorate in history from UCLA. His numerous books include eleven volumes on Mark Twain, the best-
known of which, Mark Twain A to Z (1995), he revised as Critical Companion to Mark Twain: A Literary Reference to His Life and
Work (2007). He is also the author of the introductions and notes to the Penguin Classics editions of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(2014), The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (2014) and Mark Twain's Autobiographical Writings (2012).

Kevin Mac Donnell is an independent scholar and a frequent book reviewer for the Mark Twain Forum. He serves on the editorial
boards of the Mark Twain Journal and Firsts Magazine. He has published numerous articles on Mark Twain and other nineteenth-
century literary figures and is co-editor of Mark Twain’s Rubyaiyat (1983).
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